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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Ancient  Borough  of  Chard. 
Gentlemen  (and  Lady) — 

I  tie  Ministry  of  Health  has  asked  for  a  Survey 
Report  this  time  and  1  have  endeavoured  to  give  it, 
but  as  much  of  the  information  asked  for  is  given 
at  length  in  my  1919  report  and  remains  unaltered, 
1  have  ventured  to  refer  10  it  at  times  rather 
than  to  reprint  the  same  matter,  and  hope  this 
will  meet  with  your  approval. 

So  far  as  notifiable  infectious  disease  is  con¬ 
cerned,  the  results  of  last  year  and  of  the  past 
five  years  are  fairly  good,  but  non-notifiable  infec¬ 
tious  diseases,  particularly  those  affecting  the 
respiratory  system,  leave  much  to  be  desired.  I 
refer  to  influenza  and  the  common  cold,  and  to 
measles  and  whooping  cough.  Your  house-build¬ 
ing  efforts  will  help  to  diminish  these  respiratory 
diseases,  both  by  lessening  overcrowding  and  by 
improving  the  general  health  of  those  who  are  for¬ 
tunate  enough  to  secure  such  desirable  dwellings. 
With  an  abundant  pure  water  supply  also  Chard 
has  better  times  in  store  for  her  citizens.  Con¬ 
tinuing  and  sustained  efforts  will,  however,  always 
be  required  to  enable  all  preventable  disease  to  be 
eliminated  and  the  best  of  good  health  to  be 
enjoyed  by  all. 

My  grateful  thanks  are  due  to  several  who  have 
helped  in  the  compilation  of  this  report — to  Mr. 
P.  H.  Webb,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor, 
and  his  assistant,  Mr.  F.  H.  Rebbeck,  for  their 
records  and  other  help  ;  to  Mr.  Barnard  for  the 
rainfall  records  ;  and  to  Mr.  Ruoff  for  the  vaccina¬ 
tion  returns. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  SUTHERLAND. 

Area  of  District,  442  acres. 

Population.  Census  1921  and  estimation  of 
1925,  4286. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character 
of  the  Area.  Given  at  some  length  in  my  report 
of  1919.  I  would  however  again  draw  attention 
to  the  dampness  of  the  subsoil  in  some  areas  and 
of  the  necessity  of  subsoil  drainage  particularly 
about  Coronation  Street  and  Bath  Street. 

The  rainfall  recorded  during  1925  at  the  High 
Street  Schools  and  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  Mr. 
Barnard  was  42.71  inches  falling  on  186  days.  The 
average  fci  the  last  ix  years  was  41*43  inches  on 
190  days. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ( 1921),  1101. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921), 
1107. 

Rateable  value,  ^20,716  10s. 

Sum  represented  by  id.  Rate,  /75. 

Social  Conditions  and  Chief  Occupations. 
I  beg  again  to  refer  you  to  my  1919  report.  I 
regret  that  I  have  to  record  a  long  period  of 
depression  particularly  in  the  chief  industry  of  the 
town — the  bobbin  lace  net  manufacture.  This  has 
naturally  led  to  a  considerable  amount  of  distress 
which  has  however  been  telieved  by  unemploy¬ 
ment  pay  and  by  various  relief  works  as  well  as  by 
relief  under  the  poor  law  and  private  and  semi¬ 
private  benevolent  contributions. 

While  many  hard  things  are  commonly  said 
about  the  “  Dole  ”  the  condition  of  affairs  in  our 
Borough  without  it  would  have  been  exceedingly 
grave.  On  the  whole  the  privations,  modified  by 
these  means,  have  not  led  to  any  increase  in  noti¬ 
fiable  infectious  disease  or  in  the  death  rate. 

The  lace  net  work  requires  acute  vision  on 
account  of  the  fineness  of  the  thread  and  of  the 
mesh,  and  eyestrain  is  common.  Periodic  exami¬ 
nations  of  the  workers’  eyes  would  save  a  good 
deal  of  distress  and  some  at  least  of  the  permanent 
mischief  which  one  sees  from  time  to  time. 

Where  the  wives  and  mothers  are  employed  in 
the  mills  the  home  life  generally  suffers,  and  the 
feeding,  especially,  is  far  from  salutary. 

Gas  is  largely  used  for  cooking,  and  to  a  less 
extent  for  warmth.  We  read  sometimes  of  savage 
races  having  fires  in  their  huts  without  the 
provision  of  any  chimneys  other  than  a  mere  hole 
in  the  roof  and  no  doubt  we  think  how  superior 
we  are.  But,  are  we  much  better  when  we  instal 
these  cookers  in  the  living  rooms  without  providing 
any  canopy  or  flue  ?  And  yet  the  Council  through 
its  Gas  Department  do  this  in  almost  every  case, 


though  the  cooker  is  not  always  in  the  living  room. 
In  my  opinion  illhealth  is  caused  thereby.  Life 
itself  has  been  immediately  threatened  where  gas 
is  used  for  providing  hot  bath  water  in  bathrooms 
without  a  proper  flue. 

Vital  Statistics.  The  births  for  the  year  were 
60,  giving  a  birth  rate  of  13.9  per  1,000  population. 
The  average  number  of  births  during  the  previous 
10  years  was  71.6  per  annum. 

The  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  were  42, 
giving  a  death  rate  ot  9.79.  The  average  number 
of  deaths  during  the  previous  10  years  was  53.3 
per  annum. 

There  was  one  death  among  infants  of  12  months 
or  under— that  of  a  2  days  old  baby,  from  funda¬ 
mental  congenital  defects.  However  this  gives  us 
an  infantile  death  rate  of  16.6  per  1,000  births. 

Most  of  the  deaths  were  at  advanced  ages— the 
average  age  of  22  cases  was  over  78  years. 

There  were  4  deaths  during  the  first  decade  of 
life,  2  in  the  second,  2  in  the  third.  Between  40 
and  50  these  were  4,  between  50  and  60  again  4, 
between  60  and  70  3,  between  70  and  80  16,  and  6 
between  80  and  90.  One  unaccounted  for  here 
properly  belongs  to  the  Chard  Rural  District  but 
was  not  detected  until  too  late  for  the  official 
figures. 


Causes  of  Death  in  Chard  M.B.,  1925. 
Causes  of  Death.  Males.  Females. 

All  Causes  ... 

Influenza  ... 

Encephalitis  lethargica  ... 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Diabetes 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c. 

Heart  disease 
Arterio-sclerosis  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  . „ 

Congenital  debility  and  malfor¬ 
mation,  premature  birth 
Deaths  from  violence  .- 

Other  defined  diseases  .. 
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There  is  an  amount  of  disability  in  and  about 
the  district  caused  by  goitre  which  could  probably 
be  prevented  by  routine  administration  of  minute 
amounts  of  a  salt  of  iodine  to  the  school  children 
weekly.  This  is  already  carried  out  in  some 
places.  Another  constant  source  of  illhealth  is 
from  dental  caries  caused  mainly  from  the  modern 
lack  of  sufficient  use  of  the  teeth.  I  know  of  no 
treatment  or  preservative  for  the  teeth  equal  to 
efficient  use  of  them.  Hard  food  is  rejected  far 
too  commonly.  The  dental  treatment  of  the 
school  children  is  however  a  most  useful  sanitary 
measure  and  will  in  time  bear  much  good  fruit. 
If  only  it  could  be  continued  further  ! 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in 
The  Area. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

1.  Tuberculosis.  Provided  by  the  County 
Authority. 

2.  Maternity.  Nonprovided. 

3.  Children.  Admitted  to  the  general  hospitals. 
An  orthopaedic  centre  opened  at  Bath  with 
clinics  periodically  at  various  centres  in  the 
County. 

4.  Fever.  Nonprovided. 

5.  Small  Pox.  A  nucleus  hospital  has  been 
arranged  for  by  the  Borough  and  the  Chard 
Rural  District  jointly.  It  has  been  somewhat 
recently  enlarged. 

A  cottage  hospital  has  been  opened  in  Chard 
for  the  Borough  and  surrounding  districts. 
There  is  no  institutional  provision  in  the 
Borough  (beyond  the  Poor  Law  Infirmary)  for 
unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants  or  home¬ 
less  children. 

There  are  no  ambulance  facilities  nearer  than 
Taunton. 
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Table  X.— Birth-Rate,  Death-Rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1925. 

(. Provisional figures.  The  rates  for  England  and  IVales  have  been  calculated  on  a  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1925,  while  those  for  the  towns 
have  been  calculated  on  populations  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1924.  The  mortality  rates  refer  to  the  whole  population  as  regards  Englandand 
Wales ,  but  only  to  civilians  as  regards  London  and  the  groups  of  towns.) 
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Milk  Supply. 

Distributors  only  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Producers  and  Distributors  ...  ...  5 

(and  3  Producers  who  only  keep  one  or  two  cows). 
Producers  and  who  sell  wholesale  ..  ...  5 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924  etc. 

1.  Slaughter  Houses.  Registered,  1  ;  Licensed, 
4  ;  Total,  5.  Length  of  time  for  which  the 
licenses  are  granted,  12  months. 

2.  Notices  Under  Section  8  ok  the  Regula¬ 
tions. 

(a)  The  person  (or  persons)  appointed  to 

receive  these  notices  ...  ...  M.O.II. 

(b)  Number  of  Slaughter  House  occupiers 

who  have  given  only  a  notice  of  slaughter¬ 
ing  at  a  fixed  time,  5  ;  who  have  not  given 
such  a  notice  but  give  a  notice  of  each  time 
of  slaughter  ...  ...  .  Nil. 

(Exclusive  of  Emergency  Slaughtering). 
Number  of  notices  given  under  Section  9,  16. 

3.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  no  special  Meat 
Certificate. 

4.  Particulars  of  meat  condemned  (whether 
seized  or  surrendered),  1925. 

During 
1st 

half-year 


Animal  and  parts 
condemned 
Pigs. 

Whole  carcase  .  1 

Head .  2 

Internal  organs  alone  ...  2 

Oxen  and  Calves. 

Whole  carcase  .  3 

Fore  or  hind  quarters 

only  .  1 

Head .  — 

Internal  organs  alone  ...  — 

Sheep. 

Whole  carcase  .  1 

Organs  alone  .  2 

Other  animals. 

Whole  carcase  .  — 

Organs  alone  ...  — 

Tinned  Meats  .  — 

Infectious  Diseases 
than  Tuberculosis). 


During  Tota.1 
2nd  for  the 
half-year  year 


2 

4 

4 


3 

6 

6 


Generally  (Other 
General  arrangements 


remain  substantially  as  given  in  my  1919  report. 
The  incidence  has  been  small  as  regards  notifiable 
infectious  disease  but  such  diseases  as  measles, 
whooping  cough,  chicken  pox  influenza  and  the 
other  respiratory  catarrhs  pay  their  accustomed 
periodic  visitations.  Whooping  cough  showed  the 
beginning  of  an  outbreak  in  the  latter  part  of  1925, 
becoming  more  marked  in  early  1926. 

Cases 

Disease.  Total  Cases  admitted  Total 

notified,  to  Ilosp’l.  D’ths. 


Small-pox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

2 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  ...  .. 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

1 

0 

0 

Paratyphoid) 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

2 

0 

(48  yrs.) 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

0 

(23 

1 

months) 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

0 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  Centre. — Nil. 

Child  Welfare  Centre. — Held  at  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Schoolrooms  on  alternate  Fridays.  A 
medical  man  attends  once  a  month.  The  premises 
are  inconvenient  for  the  work,  and  it  is  also  diffi¬ 
cult  to  get  those  most  in  need  to  attend. 

There  are  no  day  nurseries. 

School  clinics  are  carried  on  regularly  under  the 
County  Council. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  the  foot  of  Fore 
Street  open  each  Friday,  carried  on  under  the 
County  Council. 

Treatment  Centre  for  Venereal  Diseases.— At 
the  same  address  at  arranged  times.  Under  the 
County  Council. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  Part  time  appoint¬ 
ment.  M.B. ,  Ch.B. 

Sanitary  Inspector  :  Incorporated  with  duties 
of  Surveyor,  M.I.M.  and  C.E. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home,  Midwives, 
Chemical  work,  and  Legislation  in  Force,  f  s 
given  in  my  1919  report. 

Water. 

Here  there  have  been  great  difficulties  for  many 
years  but  these  difficulties  are  gradully  vanishing, 
a  fact  I  am  most  pleased  to  record  A  few  years 
ago  the  supply  was  limited  and  impure  but  through 
the  energetic  work  of  your  Special  Water  Com¬ 
mittee  the  system  has  been  overhauled,  and  all  but 
one  source  rejected.  This  one  source  is  Resurrec¬ 
tion  Spring  “A  ”  By  lowering  the  level  of  the 
output  here  an  abundant  supply  has  been  obtained 
but  which  though  generally  pure  has  shewn  signs 
of  contamination  in  wet  weather.  Search  for  the 
source  of  this  contamination  proved  unavailing 
until  your  Special  Water  Committee  decided  to 
seek  the  water  further  back  in  the  hill  to  the  S.  W. 
where  it  would  be  well  protected  from  surface 
pollution. 

As  a  preliminary  they  had  a  well  dug  a  short 
distance  to  the  south  of  Resurrection  Spring  and  it 
was  found  that  muddy  water  pumped  out  during 
the  lowering  of  the  well  and  flowing  over  the  part 
of  the  field  immediately  below,  caused  cloudiness 
of  the  water  in  Resurrection  Spring  “  A.”  This 
ceased  when  the  pumped  water  was  carried  in  a 
channel  in  a  different  direction  Here  then  was 
found  one  source  of  pollution  of  Resurrection 
Spring  “  A  ”  and  probably  the  only  one  I  hope 
that  this  gravelly  fissure  or  what  not  will  be  cir¬ 
cumvented  to  safeguard  this  valuable  supply.  But 
your  Committee  have  gone  one  better  than  this  by 
digging  a  new  well  at  the  s  uthwest  corner  of 
Great  Crow  Close,  i.e.  about  200  yards  S.  W.  of 
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Resurrection  Spring  "A.”  This  new  well  yields 
an  abundant  supply  of  excellent  water  which  tests 
to  date  have  shewn  pure  and  which  certainly 
appears  free  from  danger  of  pollution. 

New  Water  Mains  have  been  laid  in  Holyrood 
Street  to  Forton  Road  corner  through  Old  Town 
to  Silver  Street,  and  in  Furnham  Road  from  the 
station  road  corner  to  the  Borough  Boundary. 
The  whole  of  the  lower  part  of  the  town  is  now 
connected  with  New  Council  supply. 

Conditions  Re  Rivers  and  Streams,  Drain¬ 
age,  Sewerage,  and  Closet  accomodation  remain 
much  the  same  as  reported  in  1919. 

Scavenging.  A  refuse  Destructor  h«s  been 
installed  for  the  disposal,  by  burning,  of  house 
refuse,  etc.  It  is  working  well. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Inspections  Re  Housing .  57 

Re  Refuse  Disposal  126 

Re  Drainage  133 

Re  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ..  14 

Re  Water  Supply  .  149 

Re  General  ...  ..  .  78 

Of  Factories  and  Workshops  18 

Of  Slaughter  Houses  &  Unsound  Meat  71 
Of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ....  ...  58 

Of  Places  where  food  is  prepared  . .  20 

Housing.  Somewhat  improved  since  the  1919 
report,  but  leaving  much  room  for  continued 
progress.  Part  of  the  improvement  is  due  to  the 
various  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise,  . 
by  private  enterprise  plus  state  aid,  and  last  but  by 
no  means  least  by  the  excellent  houses  erected  and 
in  progress  of  erection  by  your  Council. 

The  other  cause  of  the  “Improvement  ”  is  the 
sad  one  that  owing  to  continued  depression  in  the 
lace  net  industry  more  of  the  younger  people  than 
usual  have  left  the  town  to  seek  their  fortunes 
elsewhere.  Hence  there  is  not  so  much  over¬ 
crowding. 

There  are  however  still  a  number  of  houses  that 
must  shortly  be  closed  as  unfit  unless  big  structural 
alterations  are  made  in  them.  The  demand  for 
housing  accommodation  is  perhaps  less  than  the 
need  as  the  poverty  of  the  unemployed  compels 
many  to  share  houses  or  live  in  rooms.  Prosperity 
of  trade  will  alter  this. 

Housing  Statistics. 

New  Houses  Erected  ...  ...  Total  12 

Private  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  8 

A  further  8  houses  proposed. 

Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

I.  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  N  umber  of  Dwelling  Houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  75 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which 

were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regu¬ 
lations  1910  ...  ...  ,.  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found 

to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  (being  rebuilt  under  Sur¬ 
veyor’s  Directions)  ...  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (Exclu¬ 

sive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  pre- 
ceeding  sub  heading)  found  not  to  be  in 
al  1  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices 

2.  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authorities  or  their 
officers  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

23  houses  had  some  but  not  all  the 
defects  remedied. 

Action  under  Statutary  Powers  ...  .„  Nil 

Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality 
During  1925. 

New  Cases. 

Male 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary. 
Age  periods  20  to  25  yrs.  1  o 

Total  1  o 

Female 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary. 
10  to  15  yrs.  1 

20  ,,  25  yrs.  1  2 

25  ,,  35  yrs-  I 

Totals  2  3 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary. 
25  to  35  yrs.  1  o 

Total  1  o 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Your  Council  grant  a  subsidy  to  the  Committee 
which  supervises  the  Local  arrangement  for 
Midwifery  and  Infant  Welfare. 

The  provision  of  a  trained  Midwife  for  the  district 
is  a  very  important  and  beneficial  matter  for  all 
concerned  and  Nurse  Bird  is  most  diligent  and 
painstaking  in  carrying  out  her  duties.  As  besides 
Maternity  work  she  is  the  district  health  visitor  for 
the  babies  (under  the  SCC.I,  she  attends  the 
schools  during  the  Medical  Inspections  of  the 
children  and  endeavours  thereafter  to  see  that  the 
recommendations  of  the  Medical  Officer  are  atten¬ 
ded  to,  Nurse  Bird  leads  a  particularly  busy  life. 

There  was  one  case  of  puerperal  fever  in  the 
district  but  no  death  therefrom  and  no  cases  of 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified. 

Vaccination  Returns  for  1925. 

Number  of  Births  in  Chard  Borough  57 
Successfully  Vaccinated  ..  40 

“  Conscientious  Objections  ”  ...  14 

Died  unvaccinated  .  1 

Postponed  by  Medical  Certificate  1 

Awaiting  Vaccination  ...  ..  1 
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